


In the Beginning

This tract is a brief  story of  how di vine or der was lost in the
king dom of  God, and how it is be ing re gained.

The story be gins in the dis tant past, a time be fore the crea tion of
man. There was per fect or der and har mony among the an gelic be ings
who served the Lord God. Ap par ently the most beau ti ful an gel, Lu ci -
fer, was as signed a promi nent place among the an gels. In His word,
God re fers to him as “Star of  the morn ing” (Isaiah 14:12).

Be cause of  his splen dor and gran deur, the heart of  Lu ci fer was
lifted up in pride. He sought to raise his throne above that of  the other
an gels and to make him self  like the Most High. His sin of  re bel lion
brought dis or der into God’s king dom. Dis or der grew as Lu ci fer per -
suaded one third of  the an gels to fol low him (Reve la tion 12:4).

God threw the re bel lious an gels out of  His pres ence. The bright,
shin ing Lu ci fer be came the prince of  dark ness, known now as Sa tan
(ad ver sary) and as the devil.

This was the ori gin of  sin and dis or der in God’s king dom.

The First Adam & the Last Adam

God’s first ac tion to re store or der was to take some soil from the
earth, which He fash ioned into a body for the first man. He then
breathed life and Spirit into the body, and cre ated Adam in His im age.
God then put the man to sleep, took out one of  his ribs, and cre ated
Eve, a wife for Adam. The Lord in structed them to popu late and sub -
due the earth.

Adam was lord of  the earth. He was cre ated from earth in or der
to be iden ti fied with the earth. He was cre ated by Spirit to show that he
rep re sented God in his over sight.

God in structed Adam to tend the gar den where they were cre -
ated. Any plant or tree on the sur face of  the earth, whose fruit yielded
seed, was given to them as food (Gene sis 1:29). How ever, there was a
tree in the gar den called, “the tree of  the knowl edge of  good and evil.”
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They were for bid den, un der pain of  death, from eat ing that fruit. (It ap -
par ently had no seed, and thus it pos sessed no life.)

Sa tan came se cretly to Eve as a ser pent and tempted her to eat the 
for bid den fruit. She did eat, and gave some to Adam who also ate. They
both im me di ately lost their cloth ing of  glory; be ing na ked they hid
them selves from God. They also lost their state of  eter nal life be ing cut
off  from re la tion ship with God. In time, they would die physi cally as
would their chil dren. The sin of  re bel lion and dis or der had en tered
God’s king dom on earth.

For tu nately, God foreknew what would oc cur, and He was pre -
pared to act. He in formed Adam and Eve that one of  their seed would
be born in the fu ture and he would bruise (crush) the ser pent’s head.
God’s plan would not fail for it was founded on two truths: (1) Adam
was cre ated in the im age of  God and could be redeemed. (2) The prom -
ised seed of  Adam, the last Adam, would have power and author ity
over Sa tan, and would rees tab lish or der in God’s king dom.

In sub se quent years, God made cove nant with a man of  faith
called Abra ham. He told Abra ham that the prom ised seed would come
from his ge ne al ogy. It was there fore nec es sary that his de scen dants pre -
pare them selves for this great event. They were to be come a spe cial
peo ple in the earth, a holy na tion called “Is rael.” God sent proph ets and 
lead ers to teach them on prin ci ples of  His king dom; prin ci ples such as
wor ship, faith, laws of  right eous ness, spiri tual warfare, of fer ings and
sac ri fices, tithes, the priest hood, etc., etc.

Above all, the peo ple were taught to look for ward to the prom -
ised seed, who would come as their Mes siah. The plan of  our heav enly
Fa ther was cen tered in His Son.

God told Is rael that in the ful ness of  time, this prom ised seed
would be born to a vir gin, who had been im preg nated by the Holy
Spirit. He would be the Son of  God! The gov ern ment would be upon
His shoul ders. He would be the anointed One who re ceived the Holy
Spirit with out meas ure; all author ity in heaven and earth would be given 
to Him. He would be Lord of  lords and King of  kings.

He was born like any child, and given the name, Jesus. He had
com pas sion on the poor and needy; He healed the sick; He cast out de -
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mons; He raised the dead and He per formed many mira cles that bore
wit ness of  God’s love for lost man kind (John 3:16).

How ever, the pri mary pur pose of  His com ing to earth was to lay
down His life as an ac cept able sac ri fice for all sin ever com mit ted by
man kind. He lived a per fect, sin less life. The blood He shed in death, is
the only cleans ing there is to for give sin. He was the Lamb of  God of -
fered to for give the sins of  all who will re pent and be lieve in His death,
bur ial and res ur rec tion. This be lief  trans ac tion is the new birth, bring -
ing lost man kind back into fel low ship with their Fa ther in heaven.
Christ comes to live in the hearts of  those who have been re deemed. All 
al le giance to Sa tan is bro ken and or der (ex cept for physi cal death) is
now re stored in the be liever’s life.

It is im por tant that we un der stand how the first and the last
Adam con sti tute the plan of  God to re store or der in His king dom.
First, one must un der stand how they are dif fer ent:

The first man Adam, be came a liv ing soul (made in the im age of God).
The last Adam be came a life- giving Spirit. (1 Cor in thi ans 15:45)

The fol low ing scrip tures clearly dis tin guish between the first and
last Adam:

For since by a man came death, by a man also came the res ur rec tion of
the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made
alive. (1 Cor in thi ans 15:20-21)

The crea tion of  Adam to rule the earth would ap pear to have
failed when he dis obeyed God. How ever, he was cre ated in the im age
of  God and he had to learn the pri macy of  obey ing the will of  God. Di -
vine or der only ex ists when the will of  God is done. Eve ry thing de -
pended upon the last Adam, the prom ised seed com ing to lay down His 
life to re deem lost man and to bring or der into His Fa ther’s king dom.
Who ever be lieves in Him and re ceives His sac ri fice for their sins, be -
comes alive by spiri tual re birth. In stead of  be ing a re bel lious child of
Sa tan, one be comes a child of  God with a re newed re la tion ship. We
now pos sess the spirit of  adop tion as sons of  God.
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The Calendar of Events

Just as death is the re sult of  sin, so also is eter nal life a re sult of
the new birth. Not only is our soul saved, but we have a fu ture prom ise
that death will be abol ished, and we will inherit a glo ri fied body like
Christ’s. How ever there is a Cal en dar of  time by which these things
hap pen:

But each in his own or der: Christ the first fruits, af ter that those who
are Christ’s at His com ing. (1 Cor in thi ans 15:23)

The church age is this pres ent pe riod of  time when the Lord Je -
sus Christ anoints and leads His body, the church, against re bel lion in
the heav ens and on earth. Through the word of  God and the power of
the Holy Spirit, He is re stor ing or der in the king dom of  God on earth.
Mil lions of  souls will be won through the gos pel of  the king dom (Mat -
thew 24:14). The head ship of  Christ is es sen tial for this to take place.

These things must be un der stood in the light of  the author ity and 
power that God, the Fa ther, gave to His son at His res ur rec tion from
the dead; Je sus has been made cen tral to eve ry thing in the church!

. . . (God) seated Him (Je sus) at His right hand in the
heav enly places, far above all rule and author ity and power
and do min ion, and every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in the one to come. And He put all things
in sub jec tion un der His feet, and gave Him as head over all 
things to the church, which is His body, the ful ness of Him
who fills all in all. (Ephe si ans 1:20-23)

Je sus has pre pared His church by send ing the ful ness of  the Holy 
Spirit to dwell in believers. The way of  vic tory is not in what we do for
Christ in His name. Obe di ent be liev ers do not seek to imi tate the Lord
Je sus, but they yield to His Lord ship and al low Him to live His life in
them. The quali ties of  Christ must be seen in His body.

The glory of  Christ is much more than preach ing cor rect doc -
trine or ex er cis ing spiri tual gifts. The Lord has equipped the church
with nine spiri tual gifts and five min is tries of  the Spirit, but it is the
glory of  Christ seen upon the church that will bring in the end- time
har vest of  souls. The is sue is not in the church or gan iz ing strate gies of
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teach ing and evan gel ism, but in yield ing to the head ship of  Christ so
that His will is done in all things.

When the will of  Christ is fully ac com plished in the king dom of
God, then the fol low ing will take place:

Then comes the end, when He (Je sus) hands over the king -
dom to the God and Fa ther, when He has abol ished all rule 
and all author ity and all power. For He must reign un til
He has put all His ene mies un der His feet. The last en emy
that must be abol ished is death! (1 Cor in thi ans 15:24-26)

When this glo ri ous event takes place, Je sus es sen tially says to His
Fa ther, “The quest is com plete; all is again in or der. I have judged and
abol ished Sa tan’s king dom. I have judged the na tions and all men who
have re jected your love and for give ness that was of fered in the gos pel
of  My sac ri fi cial death and res ur rec tion. Be cause all judg ment is com -
plete I have also abol ished death. All of  My ene mies are un der My feet,
and so I hand the king dom over to You.”

The Issue That We Face

The is sue or ques tion that the church faces to day is whether or
not she is ready for her Lord’s re turn. When He does re turn, we will be
caught up to meet Him in the air; we will re ceive our glo ri fied bod ies
and par tici pate with the Lord in His judg ment of  Sa tan and na tions of
the earth. How ever, are we ready? That is the is sue: are we fully sub mit -
ted to the head ship of  Christ; has the church com pleted her com mis -
sion to evan gel ize the na tions, and has the bride of  Christ pre pared
her self  for His re turn?

To an swer this ques tion, let us con sider the author ity and pro vi -
sion of  our com mis sion to preach the glo ri ous gos pel to all na tions:

Through His death and res ur rec tion, Je sus dis armed all of  Sa -
tan’s rul ers and authori ties in heav enly places (Co los sians 2:15). He al -
lowed them to re main in their po si tions, but their weap ons are gone!
They are still able to in flu ence in di vidu als, re gions and na tions with
spir its of  ac cu sa tion, de pres sion, fear, con dem na tion and through
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earthly de monic pow ers. They con sti tute our bat tle ground (Ephe si ans
6:11-13).

Je sus has equipped the church through spiri tual bap tism with di -
verse gifts and min is tries. We have power over all the power of  the en -
emy! The heart of  our strength, how ever, is not in our in di vid ual
gift ings and faith. It is the truth that we are a spiri tual or gan ism, a spiri -
tual body un der the Lord ship and head ship of  Christ. He is cen tral to
eve ry thing that should take place in His body. The bat tle is the Lord’s.
Eve ry thing is mod eled for us by the New Tes ta ment church; she is our
pat tern, but church his tory is our judge.

Ap proxi mately one gen era tion af ter the death of  Paul, the apos -
tle, the church be gan to move away from the or der of  di vine over sight
that Je sus had or dained for her (1 Cor in thi ans 3:10-11; 1 Timo thy 5:1-7; 
Ti tus 1:5-9; 1 Pe ter 5:1-5). Plu ral eld er ships1 which pro vided each lo cal
church with checks and bal ances on hear ing and dis cern ing the lead ing
of  the Lord were re placed by one- man over se ers called “bish ops.”
These men were de fined as the one and only spiri tual author ity for that
church. Apos tles and proph ets be gan to dis ap pear.

Over a pe riod of  time this ac tion opened the door to in tro duce
other hu manly de fined lev els of  author ity. This move away from the
head ship of  Christ led the way to a slow de cline into the apos tasy of  the 
Dark Ages. The church changed from be ing a uni fied spiri tual or gan -
ism un der Christ, into many autono mous groups who com pete for rec -
og ni tion as the “true church.”

Ref or ma tion has been slow. It be gan with Mar tin Lu ther in the
six teenth cen tury. Since then the Lord has raised up other godly men
who have sought for a re turn to the di vine or der once given to the
church.

This is the need fac ing the church to day, to again see the re al ity
of  the body of  Christ where Je sus is Lord and head over all that takes
place.

The church will cer tainly be re stored be fore Je sus re turns (Acts
3:21). He is com ing back for a vic to ri ous, over com ing bride; He is not
re turn ing to res cue  a weak church. There is much tribu la tion and suf -
fer ing ahead that is des tined to bring His peo ple to glory and ma tur ity
(2 Cor in thi ans 4:17-18; Ro mans 8:16-18; James 1:2-4; Isaiah 60:2-3).
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To day in vari ous parts of  the earth there are glow ing re ports of
su per natu ral signs and won ders. Mira cles are oc cur ring as many are be -
ing saved. As this mar vel ous trend con tin ues, it will lead to a Great
Awak en ing and mul ti tudes of  souls will be gath ered in. Churches who
have not re turned to New Tes ta ment or der will sim ply not be able to
han dle the new con verts.

The glory that is des tined to rise upon the end- time church is not
a mat ter of  greater spiri tual gift ings; it is for lead ers to yield con trol to
the divine or der of  Christ be ing head over all things in the church. This
is our chal lenge.
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